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By Jacqueline Woodson

Red At The Bone
An unexpected teenage pregnancy pulls together two families from different social classes, and exposes
the private hopes, disappointments, and longings that can bind or divide us from each other, from the
New York Times-bestselling and National Book Award-winning author of Another Brooklyn and Brown
Girl Dreaming
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Red At The Bone Review
Moving forward and backward in time, Jacqueline Woodson's taut and powerful new novel uncovers the
role that history and community have played in the experiences, decisions, and relationships of these
families, and in the life of the new child.
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Red At The Bone Book Review
As the book opens in 2001, it is the evening of sixteen-year-old Melody's coming of age ceremony in her
grandparents' Brooklyn brownstone. Watched lovingly by her relatives and friends, making her entrance
to the music of Prince, she wears a special custom-made dress. But the event is not without poignancy.
Sixteen years earlier, that very dress was measured and sewn for a different wearer: Melody's mother,
for her own ceremony-- a celebration that ultimately never took place.
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Red At The Bone By Jacqueline Woodson
Unfurling the history of Melody's parents and grandparents to show how they all arrived at this
moment, Woodson considers not just their ambitions and successes but also the costs, the tolls they've
paid for striving to overcome expectations and escape the pull of history. As it explores sexual desire
and identity, ambition, gentrification, education, class and status, and the life-altering facts of
parenthood, Red at the Bone most strikingly looks at the ways in which young people must so often
make long-lasting decisions about their lives--even before they have begun to figure out who they are
and what they want to be.
To say that Jacqueline Woodson is gifted story teller who writes beautifully almost feels like faint praise.
The story begins with Melody, celebrating her sixteenth birthday, walking down the stairs in her
grandparents brownstone, reaching a milestone in this present moment moving toward her future. In
alternating narratives, moving back and forth in time, Woodson reflects on the pasts of Melodyâ€™s
mother Iris, her father Aubrey, her grandmother Sabe and grandfather Sammy Poâ€™Boy and the
things th

To say that Jacqueline Woodson is gifted story teller who writes beautifully almost feels like

faint praise. The story begins with Melody, celebrating her sixteenth birthday, walking down the stairs in
her grandparents brownstone, reaching a milestone in this present moment moving toward her future.
In alternating narratives, moving back and forth in time, Woodson reflects on the pasts of Melodyâ€™s
mother Iris, her father Aubrey, her grandmother Sabe and grandfather Sammy Poâ€™Boy and the
things that happened to get us to Melodyâ€™s birthday celebration. A past reflecting how sixteen years
ago, Iris, pregnant with Melody didnâ€™t walk down those steps but could walk away from her little girl,
a heartbreaking past of Aubreyâ€™s childhood as he remembers it he remembers hunger, or the first
time he realizes heâ€™s poor. A horrific past of racism , an attack on Sabeâ€™s motherâ€™s hair
dressing shop, which will forever shape her attitude on money and keeping it safe from fire. A past (and
present) beautiful love story of Sabe and Poâ€™Boy. While this book is short in length, it is full of heart,
hurt, history, realistic emotions, and a depth of love that is visible from Melodyâ€™s first step down that
staircase and love that resonates when Melody takes another step into the future at the end of the
book. This is the third book I have read by Woodson and another reason why she is on my list of
favorite authors.
I read this with Esil and Diane and as always a pleasure to discuss our thoughts.
I received an advanced copy of this book from Riverhead Books through Edelweiss.
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Red At The Bone Book
I loved it. Loved everything about this book. The gorgeous prose. The way in just a relatively few pages,
Woodsen managed to flesh out her characters, making them autentic people. The themes explored.
Themes of mother, daughter relationships, teenage pregnant, ambition, fatherhood and sexual identity.
The many different emotions she manages to provoke, emotions that changed as the story progressed.
How young people make decisions about their lives, things that will affect them in the future, not
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loved it. Loved everything about this book. The gorgeous prose. The way in just a relatively few pages,
Woodsen managed to flesh out her characters, making them autentic people. The themes explored.
Themes of mother, daughter relationships, teenage pregnant, ambition, fatherhood and sexual identity.
The many different emotions she manages to provoke, emotions that changed as the story progressed.
How young people make decisions about their lives, things that will affect them in the future, not
realizing what that entails. So many issues are covered, yet done so well that it never felt crowded. Life
and death, lives lived. Some give up more for love, some are not able to give enough.
I loved it because it felt authentic, real.
"Something about memory. It takes you back to where you were, and just lets you be there for a while."
A much better read for my reading buddies, Angela, Lise and myself.
ARC from Netgalley and Riverhead books.

...more

What a beautiful little jewel of a book! Red at the Bone is told from the perspectives of five members of
a somewhat unconventional family. At the centre of the story is Iris, who was 16 when she had her
daughter Melodie. The three other family members are Iris' parents and Melodie's father. There is no
linearity to the story. Slowly, through different layers, we get a bit more information about what
happened to the characters and mostly a strong sense of their very distinct personalities. The e
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a beautiful little jewel of a book! Red at the Bone is told from the perspectives of five members of a
somewhat unconventional family. At the centre of the story is Iris, who was 16 when she had her
daughter Melodie. The three other family members are Iris' parents and Melodie's father. There is no
linearity to the story. Slowly, through different layers, we get a bit more information about what
happened to the characters and mostly a strong sense of their very distinct personalities. The end is
terribly sad and beautiful at the same time. I'm feeling a bit tongue tied by this one. Read it. It's short. I
definitely have to read more books by this author. This was another buddy read with Diane and Angela.
It more than made up for the mediocre book we just read together. Thanks also to Edelweiss and the
publisher for an opportunity to read an advance copy.
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Red At The Bone Woodson
This pogo-sticker is hoppinâ€™ and sheâ€™s not stoppinâ€™!
This book, oh this book! A jazzy story with heart and smarts, itâ€™s got me hoppinâ€™ to the tune of 5+
stars! Where has this phenomenal writer been all my life? Oh what she can do with words!
This wasnâ€™t a book that took a while to draw me in. I started reading, and POW, I was immediately in
love. The language! It grabbed me fast and it held me tight. Itâ€™s poetic without being flowery. Itâ€™s
jazzy, with an intense pulse and a cadence that makes my
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sheâ€™s not stoppinâ€™!
This book, oh this book! A jazzy story with heart and smarts, itâ€™s got me hoppinâ€™ to the tune of 5+
stars! Where has this phenomenal writer been all my life? Oh what she can do with words!
This wasnâ€™t a book that took a while to draw me in. I started reading, and POW, I was immediately in
love. The language! It grabbed me fast and it held me tight. Itâ€™s poetic without being flowery. Itâ€™s
jazzy, with an intense pulse and a cadence that makes my head dance. And itâ€™s dreamyâ€”with its
plaintive tone (there is a pervasive sadness) and its speedy yet graceful change in time periods and
voice. The crooked storyline, going here and there and back again, with different people telling their
truths, makes it feel like Iâ€™m not standing still, but instead, like Iâ€™m flowing in and out of decades
and feelings. Woodson is a master; her transitions are seamless. And I never had trouble figuring out
whose picture was being painted.
And POW, I was instantly in love with the characters, too. The story centers around a pair of teens who
make a baby. The book opens with the baby, Melody, who is now 16, having a birthday party. The mom
and dad are there, along with a set of grandparents, and all have a story to tell. Melody calls her mom
â€œIrisâ€• instead of â€œmom,â€• and thereâ€™s a reason for this, as you learn as the story unfolds.
We see everyoneâ€™s struggles. Their regrets, passion, ambition, grief. We see how history makes you
who you are today, how expectations can get you in trouble, how love sometimes is trumped by
ambition and what that can cost a family. Each characterâ€™s life is intense and vivid, and I felt for
every one of them. I didnâ€™t love Irisâ€™s decision (in fact, it bothered me a lot), but I still felt her pain.
This is just a little taste . . . (and youâ€™ll see why Iâ€™m going nutso over this book):
â€œMaybe this was the moment when I knew I was a part of a long line of almost erased stories. A child
of denial. Of magical thinking. Of a time when Iris and my father wanted each other inâ€¦that way. The
something they were so hungry for in each other becoming me.â€•
â€œIf this moment was a sentence, Iâ€™d be the period.â€•
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â€œAnd as we dance, I am not Melody who is sixteen, I am not my parentsâ€™ once illegitimate
daughterâ€”I am a narrative, someoneâ€™s almost forgotten story. Remembered.â€•
â€œI see you and Aubrey wrote that check that your bodyâ€™s gotta cash now,â€• she said, pointing
her chin toward Irisâ€™s belly.â€•
I was in a frenzy while reading. Right in the middle of my glued-to-the-page reading bliss, my pushy
book-crazed self shoved me off my pogo stick for a sec so I could go get the scoop on the author and
her other books. I just had to know more about her, had to. So I read her bio on Goodreads, which was
actually an auto-bio, and I was wowed. So wowed, in fact, that I made a friend listen to me read it over
the phone. Itâ€™s a passionate couple of paragraphs about how she came to be a writer.
Yep, I must read everything this storyteller (i.e., magician) has written. Itâ€™s all I can do not to push
aside my carefully arranged queue and devour all of her books instead. I havenâ€™t been this excited
about an author since I discovered Maggie Oâ€™Farrell last year. So much fun to have it happen again!
Finding a new favorite author is close to nirvana.
Okay, you know as well as I do that this chatty cathy could go on, but sheâ€™d just be saying the same
thing over and over again. (I have no idea why I started talking about myself in third person. Geez.) Let
me just leave it at this: Read this perfect little book! Itâ€™s a short, fast read, so go ahead and slip it into
your queue. You might end up joining me on my pogo-stick trip!
Thanks to Edelweiss for the advance copy.

...more

Lyrical, poignant, powerful, Red at the bone by Jacqueline Woodson will mesmerize you with its
spellbinding tale how people from different origins and backgrounds come together, love, create a new
life, stay or go their different ways and continue living.
The book begins with a special kind of celebration- it is Melody's sixteenth birthday and her coming of
age party. She is wearing a custom made vintage dress, a corset and silk stockings. The dress was sewn
and paid for by her maternal grandpare
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Woodson will mesmerize you with its spellbinding tale how people from different origins and
backgrounds come together, love, create a new life, stay or go their different ways and continue living.
The book begins with a special kind of celebration- it is Melody's sixteenth birthday and her coming of
age party. She is wearing a custom made vintage dress, a corset and silk stockings. The dress was sewn
and paid for by her maternal grandparents for her mother Iris who never got her chance to wear it,
because by the time she would have, she was already pregnant with Melody. As Melody is dancing in
abandon with her friends, she is watched by her family. Her mother is wondering how things got so
wrong between them. She is remembering how her own mother reacted to the news of the pregnancy,
crying and cursing her daughter's foolishness that destroyed the bright future her parents had been
hoping for.
Aubrey, Melody's father, was just a teenager himself. He remembers falling in love with Iris and
discovering 'what love felt like- a constant ache, an endless need'. He remembers his own mother who
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was so light-skinned, she could be mistaken for a white woman. People even asked her if Aubrey was
her foster child. They were very poor, but it took years for Aubrey even realize that, let alone feel any
kind shame for their poverty. Above all, Aubrey remembers his mother's words:-'I believe in you,
Aubrey. My love. My life. My light.'
Melody's grandparents have their own story. Her grandmother Sabe has been passing the story of the
Tulsa riot/ massacre and the fire that burned her grandparents' businesses and left a scar on her
mother's cheek. She grew up with a special kind of philosophy geared towards survival. Her
grandfather's lifestory is perhaps much simple, but it is all about love and family.
As we follow the protagonists' stories, we learn more and more about Melody's family, the love they all
give her, their sincerity, and their own search for identity. Starting from Aubrey's mother explanation for
their very different looks- 'The black ancestors beat the crap out of the white ones and said, Let this
baby on through- through Aubrey's mother helping pregnant Iris re-kindle her ambition and passion for
learning in order to finish her high school and go on to college to Sabe's inner voice 'Rise. Rise. Rise'
refusing to let gossips dictate how she and her family should live.
Jacqueline Woodson's writing is exquisitely beautiful and I can see myself reding and re-reading this
book again and again. Each character has a unique voice and a unique story to tell. Red at the Bone is a
little gem of a book that you will keep thinking about long after you have turned the last page.
Thank you to Edelweiss and Riverhead Books for the ARC provided in exchange for an honest opinion.
...more
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Red At The Bone Goodreads
I have no words to describe how great a writer Jacqueline Woodson is. Her writing genuinely takes my
breathe away and I always in awe at how she uses words so sparingly but is able to convey so muchwitchcraft!
Red At The Bone opens with sixteen-year-old Melody's coming of age ceremony. Surrounded by
friends and family, we get an immersive look into Melody's life and the events leading up to this
ceremony. The ceremony is a considered a part of Melody's family history, but for some reason, Me
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have no words to describe how great a writer Jacqueline Woodson is. Her writing genuinely takes my
breathe away and I always in awe at how she uses words so sparingly but is able to convey so muchwitchcraft!
Red At The Bone opens with sixteen-year-old Melody's coming of age ceremony. Surrounded by
friends and family, we get an immersive look into Melody's life and the events leading up to this
ceremony. The ceremony is a considered a part of Melody's family history, but for some reason,
Melody's mother Iris, didn't take part in tradition.
The ceremony is somewhat the grounding point of the book. We hear from Melody's Grandmother
Sabe, about how her ceremony went, and all the major events that led to her being in 2001 watching
her only granddaughter take part in a tradition she hold close to her heart. We hear from her
Grandfather Po'Boy and his courtship with Sabe and what it felt like when Iris showed up 16 earlier to
let him know about the pregnancy.
The book goes between the past and presence seamlessly, and with each chapter we are immersed in a
richer history and greater understanding of each character. I loved the exploration of how an unwanted
child impacts not only the parents but the grandparents and ultimately the child. Woodson did a
spectacular job of exploring themes such as education, class, ambition, motherhood and sexuality in
just 196 pages.
A short but impactful read. I cannot stop singing praises about Jacqueline Woodson and her writing.
WOW

...more

â€œGuess thatâ€™s where the tears came from, knowing that thereâ€™s so much in this great big
world that you donâ€™t have a single ounce of control over.â€•
Letâ€™s take a trip down memory lane...
Melody is a lost girl. Carrying a burden she never asked for. Aubrey is a lost man. Trying to make every
thing right but failing again and again. Iris is a lost woman. Trying to get back the time she feels she lost.
Woodson gives us glimpses of the choices made by each of these characters in the past and how it impa
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â€œGuess thatâ€™s where the tears came from, knowing that thereâ€™s so much in this great big
world that you donâ€™t have a single ounce of control over.â€•
Letâ€™s take a trip down memory lane...
Melody is a lost girl. Carrying a burden she never asked for. Aubrey is a lost man. Trying to make every
thing right but failing again and again. Iris is a lost woman. Trying to get back the time she feels she lost.
Woodson gives us glimpses of the choices made by each of these characters in the past and how it
impacts their future. Red at the Bone is a beautifully haunting story about regrets, heartbreak, and loss
that will stay with you long after youâ€™ve turned the last page. A short but powerful read.
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Red At The Bone Amazon
2/6/19
A sincere thank you to my fam at Riverhead books for sending this one over. I just can't understand how
someone can write so flawlessly! Completely dazed! Woodson has a unique talent of being able to
shape such interesting and rich characters. With ease she shift between past and present of the
people's lives, threading together one complete family history. A history that has been marked by
unexpected joy, pain and discovery. This is my first read from Woodson and I am absolutely hooked. W
2/6/19
A sincere thank you to my fam at Riverhead books for sending this one over. I just can't understand how
someone can write so flawlessly! Completely dazed! Woodson has a unique talent of being able to
shape such interesting and rich characters. With ease she shift between past and present of the
people's lives, threading together one complete family history. A history that has been marked by
unexpected joy, pain and discovery. This is my first read from Woodson and I am absolutely hooked.
Will be reviewing this on my channel!
You can find me on
Youtube | Instagram | Twitter | Tumblr | Website
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It's 2001 and sixteen-year-old Melody is celebrating her birthday surrounded by family and friends.
Â Told from alternating points of view, readers learn the past that brought two very different families
together for this momentous occasion.Â
Red at the Bone is a poignant story that I devoured in one sitting. Â The voice of each character is
powerful and authentic. Â The tragedies that play major parts in their lives were heartbreaking. Â This is
an unflinching look at family and how we become one, s

It's 2001 and sixteen-year-old Melody is

celebrating her birthday surrounded by family and friends. Â Told from alternating points of view,
readers learn the past that brought two very different families together for this momentous occasion.Â
Red at the Bone is a poignant story that I devoured in one sitting. Â The voice of each character is
powerful and authentic. Â The tragedies that play major parts in their lives were heartbreaking. Â This is
an unflinching look at family and how we become one, slowly and all at once, based on our choices.
At just over 200 pages, Woodson explores ambition, education, desire, and parenthood in an
emotionally insightful way.
I recommend this book to readers who love literary/historical fiction, family drama, and narratives from
multiple points of view.
Thanks to Riverhead Books and Edelweiss for providing me with a DRC in exchange for my honest
review. Â Red at the Bone is scheduled for release on September 17, 2019.
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For more reviews, visit www.rootsandreads.wordpress.com
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Red At The Bone Kirkus
Jacqueline Woodson is a NATIONAL TREASURE. This is one of the very few books that has made me
break down into no-holds-barred ugly crying at the end. Nuanced, devastating, and yet empowering
and hopeful, this is a perfect read.
â€œIf a body is to be remembered, someone has to tell its storyâ€•
.
Tell a story of bodies is exactly what Jaqueline Woodson has done in red at the bone. Once again she
has proven a master storyteller and a writer with the utmost ability to bring her characters to life and
make you feel everything that they are going through, the love, the sadness, the hate, the life, and the
death. She beautifully weaves this tapestry of a novel about one family and their lives past, present and
future. I was left s
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.
Tell a story of bodies is exactly what Jaqueline Woodson has done in red at the bone. Once again she
has proven a master storyteller and a writer with the utmost ability to bring her characters to life and
make you feel everything that they are going through, the love, the sadness, the hate, the life, and the
death. She beautifully weaves this tapestry of a novel about one family and their lives past, present and
future. I was left shattered yet hopeful, reminiscent of a classic Toni Morrison work, Woodson has once
again outdone herself with another novel sure to be worthy of a national book award honors.
.
The novel starts at Melodyâ€™s coming of age ceremony at the age of sixteen with her family and
supporting cast all there, her Mother Iris and Father Aubrey who had her at that same young age of
sixteen, and Irisâ€™ parents Sabe and Poâ€™ Boy. Then from there the novel twists and turns changing
narrations to and from each of these characters explaining how they got to this moment, how they met
each other, how they fell in love, struggled, the losses they endured, the sacrifices they made, and most
of all how they will forever be simply family. Each character is told with flawless detail that itâ€™s easy
to become so attached and so fond of everyone, your heart aches when theirs does, you experience
their joys, you become one with this book. In such a short novel (200 pages) I was completely
encapsulated and felt so much for this family, I had to stop reading in public a few times because
unexpected turns led to very strong emotions. This will be in my top 10 if not top 5 favorites of this year,
and shows Woodson progressing from her already amazing list of books, taking her skill and art to the
next level following the success of Another Brooklyn
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Red At The Bone Summary
So I finished this book. And it made me cry in public. And I want to read it again. So I can feel this feeling
again. I did not read the synopsis of this book before reading. I just cracked it open. It opens with
16-year old Melody making her entrance in a dress that had been custom made for her mom Iris' 16th
birthday but she never got to wear. Why? Because of an unexpected pregnancy with Melody. As
Melody's grandparents and parents watch her walk down the steps we get the back story of everyon
So I finished this book. And it made me cry in public. And I want to read it again. So I can feel this feeling
again. I did not read the synopsis of this book before reading. I just cracked it open. It opens with
16-year old Melody making her entrance in a dress that had been custom made for her mom Iris' 16th
birthday but she never got to wear. Why? Because of an unexpected pregnancy with Melody. As
Melody's grandparents and parents watch her walk down the steps we get the back story of everyone.
How they all came to be in that very moment. All I have to say is that Jacqueline is a BEAST. I had no idea
she could write like this. I savored every single page. It was literally like reading beautiful poetry...except
I don't read poetry yet I enjoyed this so much. The men in this book steal the show for me. Po'Boy and
Aubrey are just everything in this book. They are sweet and caring and love their women with
everything they have. I want to reread this book right now.
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"Because if a body's to be remembered, someone has to tell its story." This is one of the many quotes I
highlighted in RED AT THE BONE, this beautiful, gut-punch of a novel by Jacqueline Woodson. A piece of
the highest literary craftsmanship, each chapter alternates character, and each character's voice is so
real I felt like they were talking directly to me, or that each character was telling me their story instead
of one author writing it. I felt intimately connected with everyone in this fami
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be remembered, someone has to tell its story." This is one of the many quotes I highlighted in RED AT
THE BONE, this beautiful, gut-punch of a novel by Jacqueline Woodson. A piece of the highest literary
craftsmanship, each chapter alternates character, and each character's voice is so real I felt like they
were talking directly to me, or that each character was telling me their story instead of one author
writing it. I felt intimately connected with everyone in this family and shared their heartache, their joy,
and all the in between moments. This is the perfect novel to fall into and lose yourself, to get completely
swept up in, and resurface only after reaching the last page.
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